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Eight street robberies in four days 


SEVEN STREET ROBBERIES over one weekend 
in mid-July in Blackbird and Greater Leys 
prompted a strong police response with extra 
police officers put on patrol, including police 
horses, raising the visibility of the police 
considerably. Of the seven incidents, four 
involved foreign language students and all 
occurred in the evening. A 23-year-old man was 
later arrested in connection and held in custody 
with the robberies in Blackbird Leys. 

On Friday 10 July in the evening a 40 year- 
old man was robbed of his wallet at knifepoint 
on a footpath off Barns Road; a Spanish student 
had his necklace ripped off in Little Bury, and 
later the same evening another man was robbed 
on the path between Knights Road and the 
Kassam Stadium. 

The following evening a man was forced to 
hand over his wallet on Barns Road and later on 
that evening two further Spanish students were 
robbed of mobile phones and money in Grenoble 
Road. Finally on the same night another foreign 
language student was attacked from behind on 
Blackbird Leys Road where thieves took his 
phone and cash. 

Earlier in the same week a 17 year-old 
foreign student was robbed in Dunnock Way at 
around 11pm after being approached by two 
black men aged in their twenties. They forced 
him to lie on the floor and stole his wallet and 
mobile phone. 

Sergeant Rob Axe, neighbourhood sergeant 
for Blackbird and Greater Leys, based at Cowley 
Police Station, said that in the case of the 
foreign students the language schools, host 
families and the police needed to work together 
to make the students aware of potential 


dangers. 

The police thought that several of the crimes 
might have been perpetrated by the same 
people. 

The initiative to prevent foreign students 
becoming victims of robbery has been labelled 
Operation Buzzard and the police have identified 
Ozone Bowlplex and the Leisure Centre as ‘Safe 
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TEAM BBL: PCs Roger and Gardiner with Sgt Rob Axe, Monica Walton and PCSO K. Hellenburgh. 


Zones’ where students can go to if they feel unsafe. 

Sgt. Steve Raffield of Oxford’s Robbery Team 
said: “I would like to send a warning to those 
people who choose to commit robberies in 
Blackbird Leys - we will identify who you are 
and you will be arrested.” 


Read more on Page 3 
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Join the 


Story by Al Cane 


THE Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre held a 
fundraising table top 
sale and raffle in mid 
July to help raise cash 
towards new IT 
equipment that the 
centre badly needs. 
They succeeded in 
getting in over £565 on 
the day. Staff and 
volunteers combined 
forces to provide tea, 
coffee and delicious 
cakes too. 

The bigger issue that 
the centre faces is that 
they will need to move 
to bigger premises in 
the near future as they 
have outgrown their 
present premises at the 
Top Shops. 

According to deputy 
manager, Laura Wilson, 
who is pictured on the 
right of the photograph 
along with other 
members of staff and 
volunteers, it was a 
very successful day. She 
said “We were 
impressed by the 
number of people who 
stopped by to say hello, 
have a piece of cake 
and made contributions 
to our fundraising. 
Thanks to all of them.” 


The number of the 
Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre is 01865 770206 
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Big Friendly Giant 
Win Playhouse tickets with 


our wordsearch competition. 
Turn to Page 16 
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What’s going on here? 

Find out on Page 7 
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Leys News is a not-for- 
profit business dedicated 
to providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. 
We encourage any resident 
to get involved in our 
work. 


Contact 


Address: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Editor: 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Advertising: 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


Office Manager: 
officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s who 


Board of Directors: 
Sasha East (chair), Teresa 
Fieldwick, Sebastian 
Fraczkowski, Javad Gohari, 
Tav Sahota, Roy 
Simmonds, Gerry Webb. 


Editor: 
Al Cane & Sarah Edwards 


Office Manager: 
Anna Pavelin 


Design: 
Julian Dourado 


Volunteers: 

Jean Denham, 

Miriam Picha, Janet 
Pavelin, Nirmla Sahola, 
Rachel Williams 


Contributers: 

Mario Balsamo, Katie 
Chester, Trisha Gibson, 
Donna Joy, Henriette 
Lundgren, Stuart Mabbutt, 
Andy Proper, Cristina 
Fernandez-Santamaria, 
G.F. Sturt 


Editorial... 


IN THIS EDITION we note with 
respect the passing on of two 
people who in different ways 
contributed a great deal to this 
community. Clive  Pratley, 
football coach and Jake Spicer, 
champion fundraiser and an 
inspiration to young person. 

It is with mixed emotions 
that I sit here in Kingfisher 
Green writing this piece for the 
last time. After a year in the 
hot seat it is time to get up 
and move on to other things. 

What I will say is that it has 
been a pleasure to have been 
made to feel so welcome. I've 
enjoyed my _ second time 


around. I was walking around 
the estate a couple of weeks 
ago with my successor, Sarah 
Edwards, and felt a really 
strong sense of the good 
things about this community - 
its people. 

Leys News will continue on 
its mission to inform and 
entertain its readers as well as 


involve many people in the 
community. 
I wish it all the best and 


with that hand over to Sarah, 
who I know will be a strong 
asset to this paper and 
community. 

Al Cane 


We're back in September! 


LEYS NEWS will be appearing again in 
September for the first time in a special extra 


edition designed to tell you all about career and 
educational opportunities in around and close 
by in Oxford as well as previewing this year's 
Leys Fair on Saturday 12 September. 


Have you just had a baby? 


Got Married? 


Son, daughter or friend about to have a significant 
birthday, or passed an exam? 


If you would like to congratulate, or remember one of your 
friends or family in Leys News we would love to hear from 


you. FREE SERVICE. 


Send your message, with your name and phone number, to: 


editor@leysnews.co.uk 


or The Editor, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird 


Leys, OX4 7BX 


Please try to give us as much notice as possible. 


Letters... 


Dear Editor, 


Blackbird Leys 


has been nothing. 


The County Council web site 
highlight the need to 
renew nor do the local parish 


doesn't 


Parking 
Permits...why no reminders? 
Our parking permits are due for 
renewal on July 15, but despite 
being promised that we would 
have renewal reminders there 


couple of years, 


for victims. 


but has 
made any difference apart 
from making every car owner 
£10 a year worse off. I know 
that the only difference I see 
is a van with a traffic warden 
touring the streets early on 
Sunday mornings searching 


Should the council have to 
justify continuing with this tax? 
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Clive Pratley — fondly remembered 


off from BMW after 25 years 
of working at Cowley. He 
had some health problems, 
including diabetes, which 
may have been contributing 
factors to the ending of his 
life aged 47. 

He left behind his wife 
Diane and son Craig,16. 
Born and bred on the Leys 
he lived in Brambling Way 
across the road from his 
parents, Norman and Olive 
Pratley. He also had two 
sisters, Dawn and Sandra. 

Clive will be fondly 
remembered for his many 
years of devotion to the 
Oxford Blackbirds youth 
football teams. He had 
recently stepped down as 
manager and trainer of the 
under 10s team, but not 
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OVER 400 people attended 
the funeral at Holy Family 
Church of Clive Pratley, well 
known Blackbird Leys youth 
football coach, who was 
found dead in his car in 
Clifton Hampden in May. 
He had recently been laid 


before training up a new 
manager. 

He was also responsible 
for helping to raise money 
for equipment for the teams. 
Colleagues and friends from 
Oxford Blackbirds 
acknowledged Clive's huge 
input into the club and said 
that he would be sorely 
missed. 

Olive Pratley said of her 
son, "We have lost a 
wonderful son and couldn't 
have asked for a better 
one". She said that Clive 
was well known for his sense 
of humour and playing 
jokes. 

Money collected at the 
funeral, over £420 will go 
towards the Diabetes Clinic 
at the Churchill. 


In memory of John Maxwell Jones 


A big thank you from the Jones family 


THE JONES FAMILY would like to take this 
opportunity to express their gratitude, with a 
huge thank you to those who helped in raising 
funds for the Motor Neurone Disease Association 
(MND) in honour of John Maxwell Jones who died 
in April aged 90. Widely known and respected in 
the Blackbird Leys he was a very active man and 
was also known as Daddy Mac and Grandad. 
John Maxwell Jones died on 5th April and 
with your generous donations (at his funeral) the 
family was able to raise a sum of £800, the 
majority of which went to the MND Association. 
This will further aid sufferers of the disease, 
making their experience as comfortable as 
possible, along with that of their families. 
Donations were also given to the Church of the 


Jones. 


branch of the 


need. 


it the costs of administering this 
iniquitous tax. 

Has it solved the problems it 
set out to alleviate? Do local 
residents think it has any 
value? 

Does it cost more to 
administer than it raises in 
revenue? Are the wardens 
doing anything more than just 
trying to recoup revenue 
because of the above? 


THE NEW Oxfordshire 
County Councillor for 
the Leys and Lye 
Division is Richard 
Stevens, who replaces 
Barbara Gatehouse on 
the council. 

He won a comfortable 
victory in June 
alongside Val Smith as 
the representatives in 
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council sites. Maybe I expected 
Leys News to run something - 
but if there was anything I must 
have missed it. 

Luckily a work colleague of 
my wife remembered and told 
us; but now I am in the 
situation of going off on holiday 
in two days but having to get 
my employer in Birmingham to 
forward the paperwork of my 
company car to me so I can go 
all the way into town before 
18:00 with my £10. 

Is it just me who cannot 
see any point in this charge? 
It has been in operation for a 


Competition 
How would you like to win some personally designed stationery? 


Their justification is a privately 
run car boot sale and a 
privately run non-league 
football club creating a parking 
requirement. 

I dont see a parking 
problem where I live and even if 
there was one - why should I 
pay for it? 

If there is a problem then 
give us residents free parking 
and make the boot sale and 
football crowd pay for permits 
to come and park here. 

It's time for a debate on this 
before they decide we need to 
be charged even more to cover 


Yours sincerely, 
Martin Batchelor, 
Blackbird Leys 


Martin later added that in fact 
his reminder letter did 
eventually arrive soon after 
sending us his letter. He also 
told us that it has an 
accompanying form asking for 
ways of improving the system. 
Does anyone else feel strongly 
one way or the other about 
this issue? Please write in to 
Leys News and air your views. 


Just send us a letter. The letter can be about anything. Send it to us at 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX or to editor@leysnews.co.uk 


The best letter will win 50 personalised letter heads of their choice plus envelopes. 


Councils South East Area Committee, and Wates Family Charities. 


Leys News is a company limited by guarantee No. 3591512 
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EUROPEAN UNION 
European Social Fund 


this division on the 


County Council. Richard 
is a solicitor, a governor 


of Pegasus School, 
involved in the Down's 
Syndrome Association 


Holy Family and The New Testament Church as a 
thank you for their part played in the funeral 
service. The Jones family will soon go on to add 
further donations to the Association, as many of 
them were sponsored and successfully took part 
in the 5k Oxford Fun Run back in May. 

People’s generous donations will be the start 
of a Tribute Fund in memory of John Maxwell 


Through his name and memory, awareness 
has been raised and fellow victims of the muscle 
degenerative disease can be helped. The Jones 
family are pleased to be able to support the local 


association who are doing a 


fantastic job to help sufferers in their time of 


New Leys Councillor 


y 


and is the prospective Labour Party parliamentary 
candidate for Oxford West and Abingdon. Details of 
his local surgeries appear towards the back pages of 
this edition alongside others. 


The full result was: 


Val Smith Labour & Co-operative Party 1598 
Richard Stevens Labour & Co-operative Party 1233 


Gareth Edward Jennings Conservative 617 


Sarah Sproat Conservative 514 


Aly Duckmanton Green 466 


Rosemary Anne Beatrice Morlin Liberal Democrat 457 


Ian Corthan Bearder Liberal Democrat 453 


Jed Ramsay Green 432 
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INSPIRATIONAL: Riders Robert Tubb, Jonathan Franklin, Andy and Mike Kyle with Spar workers Kim French and Wendy Boswell. 


THE PATHWAY WORKSHOP has been at 
it again on their never-ending fund- 
raising quest and have have raised a 
very impressive £5000 and counting in 
their latest effort. 

This was the two day 150 mile Bike 
Ride to Argentan in Normandy in early 
June with 17 riders connected to the 
workshop taking part. 

Among the entrants were Jonathan 

I Franklin and his dad Paul who tackled 


the trip together on a tandem. 
Manager Mike Kyle, who also took part, 
said that everyone had put everything 
into it and refused to give in. He said 
that personally it was one of the 
hardest things he had ever attempted. 
They experienced a great welcome in 
Argentan, Abingdon's twin town, which 
included a civic reception. They arrived 
in the midst of the D_ Day 
commemorations and paid _ their 


respects at Pegasus Bridge. 

Support came from the Spar shop 
next door in Dunnock Way, who 
contributed food to the value of £150 
for the trip. 

Mr Kyle also paid tribute to Richard 
Smart for his coordination work, 
support from trustee Richard Hackett, 
Elite Medical Services,Behind Bars Bikes 
in Abingdon and Craig Thomas and 
Martin Dewes who helped out on the 


way to Portsmouth and finally to Pauline 
Waite for her help with the finances. 


Pathway are looking forward to a 
fundraising golf tournament at 
Drayton Park to be held in 
September. For further information 
either visit the workshop in Dunnock 
Way or their website www. pathway- 
workshop.co.uk 
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Pepperpots 
has successful 
launch 


DELICIOUS African and 
Caribbean food was on offer in 
the Jack Argent Room in the 
Community Centre for people 
attending the taster session of 
Pepperpots, anew weekly drop 
in aimed at older people in the 
African and Caribbean 
community. 

The sessions are planned for 
Mondays from 10 to 3pm and 
the range of things available on 
the taster day went from 
singing to Wii fit to line dancing 
to a creative art session. 

County council development 
worker Adannaya Chobbah, who 
organised the day, noticed a gap 
in the provision for older African 
and Caribbean people and was 
pleasantly surprised at the 
turnout, having spent a 
considerable amount of time 
developing the idea. 

She said that the lunch 
would always be an important 
part of the sessions, for which 
there would be a charge and 
looked forward to finding out 
what people thought of the 
taster day and their opinions 
about what they would like to 
see happen. 

ACCAN (African Caribbean 
Community Action Network) 
held a Health and Well-Being 
Fun Day at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre on Saturday 25 
July. 

The focus on health included 
health trainers, hand massage, 
tai kwon do, a taster Salsa 
class, stalls and masses of 


| | health information. 


Police Horses and dangerous dogs on the Leys 


Following on from our front page report on recent robberies, here is a rundown on other crime and law related news. 


Drug raids 
Police carried out drugs warrants 
and arrested four men_ in 


Blackbird Leys on 15 July and two 
separate addresses in Emperor 
Gardens as part of the ongoing 
Operation Falcon tackling drugs 
and drug supply on the estate. 
There have now been 30 raids 
since March. 

At one of the properties, two 
men, aged 27 and 47 years old, 
were arrested on suspicion of 
possessing a Class B_ drug. 
Another man, aged 19, was 
arrested on suspicion with intent 
to supply cannabis. All three men 
are currently in police custody. 

At the other address, a 22- 
year-old man was arrested on 
suspicion of cultivation of 
cannabis. He has been released 
on bail until 15 September A 
police spokesman commented 
that the raids were brought about 
through intelligence received by 
members of the public. 


Eviction from house 

On the same day Oxford City 
Council CANAcT officer Monica 
Walton, with the support of the 
PCSO’s and the police, evicted a 
woman from an OCHA property in 
Greater Leys. She had refused to 
cooperate with an Acceptable 
Behaviour Contract and had for 
that and other reasons made 
herself liable for eviction. 


Sergeant Rob Axe, neighbourhood 
sergeant for the area, told Leys 
News that after three years of 
planning the new police station at 
the old Health Centre on Blackbird 
Leys Road should finally be 
opened by Christmas, allowing 
officers to be able to react quicker 
to anything on the Leys. He was 


POLICE HORSES BROUGHT IN: Two police horses and their riders were out on patrol around 
the Leys two days after the recent robberies [see front page] as part of a high visibility 
approach to crime prevention. The officers, PCs Hannah Davies and Kirsty Wilson, riding 
Romulus and Albert, were brought in from their base in Milton Keynes for the day. Officers 
worked in Gillians Park and other locations to seek out any evidence and ask local people if 


they had any information. 


looking forward to his team being 
based at the new station in the 
heart of the community. 


Dog incidents 
Sgt. Axe commented on the two 
attacks by dogs out of control on 
people in Greater Leys in recent 
weeks. 

One Rottweiler had been 
seized and its owner arrested and 
was in custody awaiting a decision 


by the Criminal Prosecution 
Service for the attack on a 
woman, Wendy Parker, in 


Primrose Place. 

After the second incident, just 
off Grenoble Road, a man needed 
surgery at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital after being bitten badly 
on the hand by what was thought 
to be either a Staffordshire bull 
terrier or a pit bull terrier. Police 
said he was attacked by two dogs 


as he walked his dog in woods by 
Grenoble Road in the _ early 
evening. 

The sergeant added that the 
spate of attacks by dogs on cats in 
Greater Leys earlier in the year 
appeared to have abated. He said 
that they had been doing a lot of 
work together with the RSPCA 
identifying dogs and their owners. 


Photo: Al Cane 
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THURSDAY 
Blackbird Leys 
The Leisure Centre 
Pegasus Road, 7pm 
Tel: Gill 01865 730009 


JOIN NOW! 
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because you're amazing 
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SPAR Dunnock Way 
Greater Leys 


Mr Whippy Great Offers 
New Machine on Fruit 
in Shop & Veg 

from 69p 
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OPEN 7AM TILL 10PM - 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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Arts and Culture Focus supported by BMW Group Plant Oxford 
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Sound House: Orlits house 
turned into musical instrument 
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OVER TWO DAYS in July one of the Orlits houses in 
Rose Hill, due for demolition, was transformed into a 
house that literally made music. The house at 42 
Lenthall Road was visited by almost 200 people over 
the weekend who twanged a banjo frying pan, played 
the stair harp and strummed a bow bed amongst the 
many creative musical inventions. 

Participants commented that it was great to have 
the chance to 'play' a house in this way. A local man 
said that it had helped him discover his inner child. 

The work was created by artist in residence Sarah 
Kenchington, with the assistance of staff at Modern Art 
Oxford. She created the make-shift instruments 
fashioned from domestic items. This was part of the 
museum's Art in Rose Hill ongoing project. 


Top: Sarah Kerchington outside the house 
in Lenthall Road 


Left: Visitor Claire Pawley plays the stair harp 
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Photos by Andy Proper 


Making art for art's sake 
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ARTISTS IN ACTION: The group flanked left and right by Tanya and Karen were Barbara Douglas, Mary Mills, Phyllis Lewis, Janet Veal and Cath Ellis 
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OVER A DOZEN keen artists have been trying out 
different art taster classes at the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre's art room over ten weeks 
under the expert and friendly tutelage of Tanya 
Prescott and Karen Godwin. The informal classes 


were aimed at the over 50's and were organised 
by the Clockhouse Project and included card 
making, salt dough modeling, silk painting and 
painting on glass and enamel. One participant 
commented "We come here because it's fun and 


much better than watching TV." 

Karen is a member of the Blackbird Leys 
Artists Group and said that the group would be 
returning to run art events and classes in 
September. 
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The day the music died! 


1958 - 2009 


On Thursday 25th June, 2009, Michael 
Jackson sadly passed away. Aged 50, 
“The King of Pop”, who was due to 
perform fifty shows at the O> Arena in 
London, is said to have suffered a heart 
attack. 

This ends an era, and for many a 
magical pop icon. With albums such as 
Off The Wall, Bad, Dangerous, HIStory 
and Thriller (still the best selling album 
of all time), not to mention hits from the 
Jackson 5, a lifetime of musical pleasure 
has been left for us to treasure and 
enjoy forever. 

Goodbye Michael Jackson, and thank 
you for the music. 


Cornbury no washout! 


Being branded Oxfordshire’s answer to 
Glastonbury, this year’s Cornbury 
Festival went down a storm - including 
rain, although this in no way put a 
dampener on things! 

Joe Jackson cancelled, but last 
minute replacements the Lightning 
Seeds filled the slot perfectly. Scouting 
for Girls had everyone singing in the rain 
in true festival style! The Sugarbabes 
pulled in a crazy crowd. The Magic 
Numbers caused a little security chaos. 
Jeremy Clarkson was also spotted 
wearing wellies! 


What’s on? 


Michael McIntyre will be warming up for 
his UK tour at Oxford’s New Theatre on 
the 8th and 9th of August. Tickets are 
selling like hot cakes so be quick! 


Tinchy Stryder will be performing at the 
O2 Academy on Thursday 24th 
September — again get in quick tickets 
are selling fast! Remember if you can’t 
get those all important tickets for a few 
extra pounds try www.seetickets.com 


Watch out! 


My new band of the month comes from 
Northamptonshire. This band although 
all under 18 have been playing their 
instruments for over five years. 
Originally working under the name 
Illusion Overtone, they have shaken 
things up a bit swapping their drummer 
to bass and bringing in a talented 
session drummer! 

They are now gigging under the name 
Roundhouse. Visit them at 
www.roundhousemusic.co.uk where you 
can find their new single, video blogs 
and where you can catch them! 
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Need help giving up smoking ? 
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With your local 
NHS Stop Smoking Service 


FREE advice and support 
in Oxfordshire 
for smokers who want to quit 
0845 40 80 300 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting 


NHS 


SMOKEFREE 
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THIS HASN'T HAPPENED, but it's just possible 
that in the future Blackbird Leys Road will turn 
into a river through flooding brought about by 
the effects of climate change. 

Mim Saxl, a University student of Nature, 
Society and the Environment, (pictured below) is 
interested in surveying people's attitudes 
towards climate change. 

She will be putting herself about in Blackbird 
Leys at the beginning of August and wants to ask 
people she meets to spare a few minutes and ask 
them if they feel climate change is important in 
everyday life and whether people are interested 
in reducing their own carbon footprints, who is 
responsible for it all and finally who they think 
will end up paying for it. 


Mim will be basing herself around the Top Shops, 
Community Centre and Leisure Centre over the 
first two weeks in August. 


Look out for posters and flyers about her 
initiative or to contact Mim call her on 


07932073091 or via email to 
miriam.sax|@ouce.ox.ac.uk 


Artwork by Stig 


Charity Baking at the lain School 


Report Ey Henhete oer Pictures by G.F. Sturt 


IT'S MONDAY MORNING and a group of 
eleven ladies from the Oxford University 
Newcomers' Club gather in front of the 
Dragon School Lodge on Bardwell Road 
in North Oxford. In their bags and 
backpacks: flour and_ chocolate, 
strawberries and vanilla essence and an 
apron each. Their plan for the morning: 
to bake lots of cupcakes, brownies and 
shortbread for the Leys Youth 
Programme activity groups. 

So the baking starts. "We 
scheduled the strawberry cupcakes to 
be baked first because they take a 
long time to cool down and be 
decorated," explains Henriette 
Lundgren who also runs the Free 
Cakes for Kids project in Oxford (see 
box for more information). While a 
group of bakers equip themselves 
with mixing bowls and hand mixers to 
prepare the delicate cupcake dough 
(with fresh strawberry puree - 
yummie!), the other half explores 
what it takes to knead, roll and cut 
shortbread biscuits. 


Coming from different national and 
cultural backgrounds and_ with 
different levels of baking experience, 
everyone is really enthusiastic about 
the baking morning. For some of the 
ladies, baking cakes does not form 
part of their food tradition but the 
ladies particularly enjoyed making 
these cakes for charity. 

As noon approaches, an 
impressive range of 70 strawberry 
cupcakes, 60 shortbread biscuits and 
45 chocolate brownie bars are cooling 
on the baking trays. 

We finish just in time for Richard 
Colbrook, leader of the Leys Youth 
Programme who organises activity 
groups for children from Blackbird 
Leys and Greater Leys, to come and 
pick up the cakes. "Wow! So many 
cakes? The cheerleaders will love 
them!" We later received a thank you 
letter from Richard in which he 
describes how much the children 
enjoyed the cakes: "They couldn't get 
over the taste of the cakes: how nice 
they were compared to the bought 
stuff they'd normally eat. You made a 
huge impression and your kindness 
will be remembered for a long time." 

Also Danny Gill, Director of Social 


Impact at the Dragon School, seems 
very pleased with this successful 
charity baking event. "When do you 
come back next term?" he asks us 
while we switch off the lights and 
close the kitchen door. 


The Oxford University 
Newcomers’ Club is an 
organisation, run by volunteers, 
whose aim is to welcome wives, 
husbands or partners of visiting 
scholars, of graduate students and 
of newly appointed academic 
members of the University and to 
help them settle down and meet 
other people in Oxford. 


Free Cakes for Kids UK is a non- 
profit service to families in Oxford 
who find it difficult to provide a 
birthday cake for their child. The 
cakes are baked by volunteers 
from the local community. 


If your child's birthday is coming 
up and baking a cake would be 
difficult for you, please get in 
touch: 01865 242207 or 
oxford@freecakesforkids.org.uk 
We also welcome new volunteers. 
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Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza. 


80 Rose Hil 
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"01865 40 2050 


www.papajohns.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Take Away Service 


7 Knight’s Road 
Blackbird Leys 
Cowley, Oxford 


01865 779252 


Delivery Charge £1.00 Extra 


Home Delivery Available 
Minimum Order £8.00 


OPENING HOURS: 

MONDAY, TiO) THURSDAY: 5:00pm = 1/1 30pm 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 1|2noon = 2;00pm) & 5:00pm = 1/2) Midnight 
SUNDAY? 5:30pmi= 1/1-30pm 


AK City Chinese 01865 243028 94 Cowley Rd 

Aziz Indian 01865 794945 228-230 Cowley Rd 
Café Spice Indian 01865 747575 98 The Parade 
Carribean Carribean 01865 717171 7 Hollow Way 
Chillies Indian 01865 775849 Unit 2 Dunnock Way BBL 
China Kitchen Chinese 01865 775833 131 Oxford Rd 
Chopsticks Chinese 01865 798084 246 Cowley Rd 

Dil Dunia Indian 01865 241493 

Dominos Pizza Pizza 01865 777137 57 Between Towns Rd 
Dragon Bowl Chinese 01865 772555 11-13 Hollow Way 
Fratellis Pizza 01865 248200 247 Cowley Rd 
Golden Wok Chinese 01865 248158 170 Cowley Rd 

Jaipur Indian 01865 723029 218 Cowley Rd 
Kashmir Indian 01865 242941 64 Cowley Rd 
Marios Pizza 01865 722955 103 Cowley Rd 

Mirch Masala Indian 01865 728581 137-139 Cowley Road 


01865 77 58 49 
UNIT 2, DUNNOCK WAY, BLACKBIRD LEYS, OXFORD OX4 7EX (NEXT TO SPAR SHOP) 


Nawabi Tandori 
Oisi Master 
Oxford Thai 
Papa Johns 
Pizza Rapid 
Pizza Roma 
Red Star 

Rice Box 
Spice Box 
Star of Asia 
Sugar & Spice 
Sun Hong 
The First Floor 
Tsang's kitchen 


Zeera Tandori 


TAN 
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OPENING HOURS: 
5.00PM — 11.00PM 
SEVEN DAYS 


FREE HOME DELIVERY SERVICES 
MINIMUM ORDER £8.50 

OVER 6 MILE RADIUS 

10% DISCOUNT ON COLLECTION 
(ON ORDER OVER £10.00) 


01865 77 58 50 


DOORI 


64 Cowely Road, Oxford, OX4 1JB 


FREE HOME DELIVERY 
TEL: (01865) 250165 or 242941 
20% DISCOUNT ON COLLECTION 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR LUNCH & DINNER (EXCEPT FRI LUNCH) 


Pizza Rapid 


Pizza delivery 


Indian 


Japanese/Chinese 
Thai 

Pizza 

Pizza 

Pizza 

Thai, Japanese & Chinese 
Chinese 

Indian 

Indian 

Indian 

Chinese 

Thai, Indian & chinese 
Chinese 


Indian 


01865 777123 


20 Chiltern Business Centre, Garsington Road 


FREE DELIVERY - MINIMUM ORDER £7.50 


We accept cash/credit and debit cards 


Opening hours: 
Fri, Sat, Sun: 3.00pm to late 
Mon — Thurs: 5.00pm to late 


01865 766555 5 Girdlestone Rd, Headington 
01865 201010 49 StClements 
01865 203763 179 Cowley Rd 


01865 402050 80 Rosehill 
01865 777123 20 Chiltern Business Centre 


01865 790606 

01865 251248 187 Cowley Rd 

01865 202138 178 Cowley Rd 

01865 395999 _—_ Unit 16 Chiltern Business Centre 


01865 295959 237 Cowley Rd 


01865 395999 _—_ Unit 16 Chiltern Business Centre 
01865 779252 7 Knights Rd, Blackbird leys 
01865 200203 158 Cowley Rd 

01865 245480 147 Iffley Rd 

01865 777216 55 Between Towns Rd 


The Leys News cut-out-and-keep 


TAKE-AWAY GUIDE 
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Students visit Leys News 


IN EARLY JULY the Leys News offices were visited by a 


group of students from Oxford and Cherwell Valley 


College, who were either asylum seekers or refugees from 


several countries including Syria, India, Afghanistan, 
Venezuela, Brazil, Sudan and Austria. 


Many of the students live in either Blackbird or Greater 


Leys. The nine students (and two staff) were on a short 


Wildlife rescue 


What do you do if you find an injured bird? Donna Joy finds out 


course on “media and aneceeaininiene and were using a 


Photo: Al Cane 


subject matter to broaden their skills in English. 

They asked some penetrating questions about 
community newspapers and were encouraged to consider 
volunteering or take up community journalism 
opportunities with the paper. 
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Alisha and Dolly, pictured with Animal Collection Officer Bateman 12236. The girls, with the 
help of their mum, helped rescued two injured birds this spring and contacted the RSPCA who 


BABY BIRDS LEARN to fly in 
the spring and early summer 
SO you may see one in your 
back yard that has fallen. The 
best approach is to just watch 
it for a while to see if the 
mother is about. 

If the bird seems injured 
then the best option for its 
safety is to capture it. If you 
feel it is in danger then try and 
move it to a safer place if you 
can. 

Being handled is a very 
stressful experience to an 
injured bird, and before you 
attempt to catch it, the 
benefits of treatment should 
be weighed against this. 

Once the bird is caught, 
examine it quickly and place it 
in a well ventilated covered 
box, like a shoe box, to wait 
for the RSPCA to arrive. 
Darkness reduces stress, and 
is likely to be the best first aid 


came and collected them. 


you can give the bird. It is also 
the best treatment for shock. 
For instance, a bird with an 
injured leg is probably best left 
as they should be able to still 
fend for themselves, baby 
birds that are learning to fly 
are often found on the ground 
normally hiding in the 
undergrowth under the 
watchful eye of their mother, 
whilst a wing injury is serious 
enough to merit capture and 
treatment. It is usually difficult 
to catch an injured bird and 
careless handling may cause 
further injury. Handling must 
be firm, but gentle. Small birds 
up to blackbird size can be 
held in one hand. Place your 
hand over the bird so that its 
head fits between your 
forefinger and middle finger. 
The rest of the fingers will 
naturally wrap round each 
wing holding the bird firmly. 


Medium-sized birds are 
best held with two hands, one 
over each wing. Handling large 
birds requires great care 
because of risk of injury to the 
handler. Unless you are used 
to handling large birds, it is 
best to call an expert rescuer 
to the bird rather than try to 
capture it yourself. 

An injured bird should 
always be passed onto a local 
vet, or the RSPCA in England 
or an independent rescue 
centre, so it can _ receive 
appropriate treatment without 
delay. 

Birds that have _ been 
caught by a cat should almost 
always be taken to a vet as a 
matter of urgency because of 
the high risk of septicaemia 


The RSPCA is reachable at 
0300 1234 999, 


A busy time for 
Street Wardens 


Report by Malcolm Taylor, 
Senior Street Warden 


On the 29th May the Street Wardens 
and seven Junior Wardens did a litter 
pick in the grounds of Windale House. 
Afterwards, they met the residents 
and helped serve them with tea and 
cakes. 


School Buddies 

The Street Wardens are now very 
involved with Pegasus School. Two of 
them, Louis and Michael, have 
become School Buddies and are 
helping out with playground 
supervision and if required, with 
school trips. Recently, Louis, Michael, 
Kevin and several other volunteers 
put their backs into clearing the 
school’s overgrown allotment and got 
it ready for potato planting day. In the 
coming months, the Wardens will be 
helping out with the forthcoming fete 
and sports day and the cycle training 
programme. It is hoped the Buddy 
scheme will be repeated in other 
schools around Oxford. 


Junior Wardens 

Work is ongoing in the planning of 
outings and activities for the Junior 
Wardens during the school holidays. If 
you are aged from 8 - 13 you can join 
the Junior Warden scheme. 

The Street Wardens still have to 
do their regular routine work and in 
doing so, they have been getting bulk 
rubbish cleared and collecting quite 
large numbers of needles in certain 
areas of the estate. 


Neighbourhood Action Group 

The wardens are also an integral part 
of the Leys Neighbourhood Action 
Group (NAG). Recently, the wardens 
assisted in obtaining residents’ 
concerns about crime and antisocial 
behaviour on the Leys. The new 
priorities for the Leys NAG are: young 
people congregating and causing 
antisocial behaviour; drugs and drug 
dealing; and parking. 


The Street Wardens are always 
looking for ways to help the 
community, so if anyone has any 
suggestions or would like further 
information about their 
programmes and schemes, please 
contact them on 01865 401456. 
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Green Fingers 


Orchid aid 


AS WITH ANY pot plant, orchids need the right 
environment to thrive in, but unlike other pot 
plants, the different type of orchids need a 
multitude of differing environments. 

The death of any orchid can be depressing 
and extremely expensive in some cases, so I 
thought I would outline the usual areas which 
can be directly the cause of most orchids dying. 

Strong sunlight can lead to scorching heat 
behind glass, and contrary to popular belief, 
orchids don’t need constantly high temperature. 
By all means, give your orchids some direct sun, 
but always steer clear of the midday sun. 
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Overwatering is often the cause of orchid death, 
follow the watering instructions that come with 
your plant, some orchids need very little water. 
So if your plant looks unwell, don’t assume just 
because it is dry that it needs a good drenching 
of water. 

Incorrect usage of fertilizers is also a 
problem. Never feed an orchid when it is not 
actually growing and again follow the feeding 
instructions that came with your specimen. 

Sometimes the room you are growing your 
orchid in is too dry and still. Open a window 
occasionally to circulate fresh air and try and 
increase the humidity by putting a glass of water 
nearby that evaporates steadily into the 
atmosphere. Or perhaps regularly mist your 
plants with a hand sprayer to keep them moist. 


If you do open the window, avoid exposing your 
plant to cold draughts, as this is another no no 
as far as orchids are concerned. 

Also, keep these precious plants away from 
the direct heat of radiators. 

Finally, watering late at night is often 
disastrous, as leaves which are wet all night can 
often lead to fatal consequences. It is always 
best to water during the day. 

Apart from this little lot, orchids are easy to 
grow! Only joking. 

That’s probably why I never have on reflection. 


Happy gardening. 
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New chairman for Parish Council 


Greater Leys resident Gerry Webb was elected as 
chairman of Blackbird Leys Parish Council at the end of 
June. Words and HERTS by Al Cane 


Gerry enjoying himself at last year's Leys Fair 


STEPPING UP FROM the 
position of vice-chairman 
gerry Webb replaces Gordon 
Roper, who was in the role 
for 18 months, but remains 
on the council. Chris Martin 
was elected as_ vice- 
chairman. 

Gerry told Leys News 
that he had lived on both 
sides of the Leys for 20 
years, beginning in 
Moorbank, but now has a flat 
at Fry’s Court. 

He enjoys the mix of 
community and had made 
many friends. He was also 
responsible for setting up 
and running the independent 
IT project at the Clockhouse 
for the over 50’s. 

Setting out his position 
as the new chairman he said 
that one of his priorities was 


to concentrate on helping to 
provide better access 
throughout the estate, 
particularly on bus access 
and the provision § of 
dropped kerbs for easier 
access for wheelchairs and 
pushchairs. 

A wheelchair user 
himself, Gerry is keen for the 
parish council to talk to the 
bus companies and the 
county council to see how 
things can be improved. 

Welcoming the recent 
push by the police to disrupt 
the drug dealers and trade 
on the estate he called for 
more people to stand up and 
come forward and volunteer 


information to help the 
police deal with the 
situation. 


He thought that the 


police together with the 
PCSO’s and street wardens 
have between them a good 
system in place. 

Referring to the recent 
dog incidents he thought 
that the Dangerous Dogs Act 
needs clarification and 
wanted tougher clearer 
action on dogs and their 
owners where necessary. 

He paid tribute to the 
chairmanship of Gordon 
Roper and was happy in the 
knowledge that there is a 
good, solid parish council 
with a lot of experience 
amongst its members. 

There are however a 
couple of vacancies for new 
people to join and a clerk’s 
post to fill. 


AFFORDABLE 
Dental Care 


p= 


® No waiting 
@® FREE denture consultation 


list 


The Leys Dental Practice 


50 Blackbird Leys Road 


01865 717749 
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Planting potatoes at Pegasus 


Volunteers from the internet registry company Nominet furthered their commitment to give 
something back to the local community in early June by helping the children and staff of 
Pegasus Primary School to plant an entire allotment of potatoes. 


1. Become a paid distributor. If you 
would like to deliver Leys News every 
two months give us a call on 711756. 
You need to be over 14 and have a 
responsible attitude. 


2. Write for the paper: We're always 
looking for writers and people with an 
eye for a story. We have a Community 
Journalism Project which is a flexible 
scheme where you will receive free 
training. For more information contact 
Anna on 711756 or email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


3. Send in your photos, pictures or 
poems for our creativity page. These 
can be by adults or children and sent in 
by members of the public, children's 


groups or schools. Email to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or post to 
Creativity Page, Leys News, 26 
Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7BX. 


4. Editorial meeting: Tell us what you 
want to see in the paper. Open to the 
public - just drop in. Next meeting: 1pm 
Wednesday 10th June, Boiler room cafe, 
Pegasus school 

5. Write a letter to us. Email to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or post to Letters 
Page, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. 


6. Office Volunteer: We are always 
happy to have office volunteers. No 
experience necessary. You will benefit 


THIS WAS PART of the 
school’s outdoor learning 
programme, which 
informs children about 
exercise and healthy 
eating. 

Nominet's volunteer 
team of 12 employees dug 
trenches with an 
enthusiastic army of 
pupils to plant, cover, and 
then water the potatoes. 

As well as a day of 
their time, Nominet made 
a donation to Pegasus 
school for them to buy 
trowels and other 
gardening equipment so 
they can maintain the 
allotment. 

Gill Crowther, 
Nominet’s Director of 
Human Resources, said: 
"It was a fantastically 
rewarding day for us, and 
a fun way for the children 
to learn. 

This kind of 
volunteering fits with our 
vision for developing our 
people’s talent and 
investing in our local 
community. 

We can’t wait to go 
back later in the year 
when all at the school are 
looking forward to home 
grown potatoes on the 
school dinner menu." 

Nominet's day at 
Pegasus School was part 
of a wider 'Give and Gain 
Day' organised by national 
initiative Business in the 
Community. The company 
are based at Minerva 
House in Oxford Science 
Park. 


For further information 
please go to 

www. bitc.org.uk and 
www.nominet.org.uk. 


All the ways you can get involved with Leys News.... 


by gaining experience and a reference 
for future paid work and by knowing you 
have made a contribution to your local 
community paper. 


7. Enter our competitions: You have a 
very high chance of winning! 


8. Become a Director with Leys 
News. We have meetings every 6 weeks 
to make decisions concerning the paper. 
Local people or members of other 
community groups are very welcome. 


For more information contact Anna 
on 01865 711756 or email 
officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 
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Oxford schools open gates for a stress 
free summer 


PEGASUS AND WINDALE 
schools will both be offering a 
range of extended services to 
families during the summer 
break, and are among the 97 
per cent of schools in Oxford 
that are providing extra 
activities. 

Research just published 
shows’ that parents” are 
becoming increasingly 
concerned about how they will 
keep their children entertained 
during the school holidays. 

According to the new 
statistics released by the 
Training and Development 
Agency for Schools, 58 per 


cent of parents worry about 
making sure their children do 


more than just watch TV or 
play computer games and over 
a quarter wish their children 
could return to school earlier. 

Time is also a real issue for 
parents during the summer 
holidays. 

Almost a quarter of parents 
have had to take time off work 
to entertain their children while 
41 per cent revealed that they 
feel guilty about not spending 
quality time with their children. 

Almost a quarter worry 
about their children not getting 
enough exercise during the 
holidays. 

Despite their concerns, only 
15 per cent have used 
additional services provided by 


schools and local authorities 
working with other local 
agencies and organizations in 
the summer holidays. 

The TDA is encouraging 
more parents, children and 
young people to take 
advantage of these schemes 
and participate in a range of 
enjoyable and exciting 
experiences over the summer. 

Hilary Emery, Executive 
Director of Development and 
Improvement at the TDA, 
which supports schools to 
develop their extended 
services said: “The majority of 
schools now provide children 
and families with access to a 
great choice of enjoyable and 


By Sarah Edwards 


exciting activities outside term 
time. We want to help and 
encourage children and young 
people to find out about these 
opportunities and take part. 
The activities can be great fun 
and support future learning 
and well being, including 
helping transition from primary 
to secondary school. 

“Schools are not expected 
to provide these services 
alone, or necessarily to deliver 
them on site. They often work 
in partnership with other 
schools and agencies, including 
voluntary and community 
organisations.” 
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LEVS ADVENTUM.s PLAYVEGROtMD 


BLAP invites you 
to our free play events 


on Wednesday 5th August 2009 
1.00pm until 4.00pm 


“All children have the right to play, and need time and space to play” 


All children under the age of eight will need to be accompanied by an adult 
unless they are registered and booked to attend BLAP on that day. 


Oxford Women’s Training 
enables you to gain skills, 
knowledge and confidence in 

a women-friendly environment. 

Be empowered today! 


Digital Video Production 
Motor Vehicle Maintenance 


Building Construction 
Painting & Decorating 
IT Skills 


For more on prices, concessionary fees and eligibility for 
support funds, call 01865 550827 email jsilva@ocvc.ac.uk 
www.ocvc.ac.uk 


OXFORD 
CHERWELL VALLEY 


COLLEGE 


Blackbird Leys Campus 
Cuddesdon Way, Oxford 0X4 6HN 


Oxford Women’s Training 
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Summer 2009 at the Leys Childrens Centre - Cuddesdon Corner 


61-63 Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys OX4 6SB 


27 28 29 


Baby Stay and Play 
(for dads, mums and 
carers) 

9.30am — 11.30am 
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Baby Stay and Play 
(for Dads, Mums and 
carers) 

9.30am — 11.30am 


AUGUST 


10 

Baby Stay and Play 
(for dads, mums and 
carers) 

9.30am — 11.30am 


i 

Baby Stay and Play 
(for dads, mums and 
carers) 

9.30am — 11.30am 


24 

Baby Stay and Play 
(for dads, mums and 
carers) 

9.30am — 11.30am 


Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 


4 

Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 


11 

Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 


18 

Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 


29 

Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 


Contact: Baby Café 
Dads Zone 


Tatty Bumpkin yoga 


TAP 

Teenage and Young 
Parents Drop-in 
1.00pm — 3.00pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30 — 2.30pm 


5 


Kids Creative 
10.00am — 12.00pm trip 


Tatty Bumpkin yoga 
1.00 — 2.00pm 


TAP 
1.00 — 2.00pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30 — 2.30pm 


12 

Kids Creative 
(all welcome) 
10.00am — 12.00pm 


TAP 
1.00pm — 3.00pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30 — 2.30pm 


19 20 

Kids Creative Bournemouth 
(all welcome) coach trip 
10.00am — 12.00pm 


TAP 
1.00pm — 3.00pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30 — 2.30pm 


26 

Kids Creative 
(all welcome) 
10.00am — 12.00pm 


TAP 
1.00pm — 3.00pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30 — 2.30pm 


Southsea coach 


Baby Café 

10.30am — 12.30pm 
(supporting breastfeed- 
ing) 


Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 


fg 

Baby Cafe 

10.30am — 12.30pm 
(supporting breastfeed- 
ing) 


Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 
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Baby Cafe 

10.30am — 12.30pm 
(supporting breastfeed- 
ing) 


Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 


21 

Baby Cafe 

10.30am — 12.30pm 
(supporting breastfeed- 
ing) 


Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 
(lunch available 
for a small fee) 


28 

Baby Cafe 

10.30am — 12.30pm 
(supporting breastfeed- 
ing) 


Big Summer BBQ 
at Stay and Play 
11.00am — 2.00pm 


Carole Roberts 01865 788688 


Conroy Harris 


0777 540 7524 


Midwife Clinic Drop in, or phone 01865 221696 for appointment 
For all other activities contact Cuddesdon Corner on 01865 773263 


OXFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 


www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Working for you 


Chifdren’s Centres 


for families in Oxfordshire 


Sure Start 


Dads Zone 
10.00am — 1.30pm 
(breakfast available 
for a small fee) 


8 

Dads Zone 
10.00am — 1.30pm 
(breakfast available 
for a small fee) 


Dads Zone 
10.00am — 1.30pm 
(breakfast available 
for a small fee) 


22 

Dads Zone 
10.00am — 1.30pm 
(breakfast available 
for a small fee) 


29 

Dads Zone 
10.00am — 1.30pm 
(breakfast available 
for a small fee) 
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Windale 


School Fete 


WINDALE SCHOOL held their 
annual school fete after school 
on a Thursday afternoon towards 
the end of term where the 
children, staff and parents 
combined forces to hold a 
successful three hour fair with 
the usual collection of games, 
food, stalls and activities on 
offer. Well over £500 was raised 
on the day with the money going 
towards the buying of 
international games for the 
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at Cuddesdon Corner Family 
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Highlights of the day were the return of 'The 
Bubble Man', Felipe Gonzalez, and his giant 
bubble entertainment, a magician, as well as the 
inevitable bouncy castle, sand and water play 
and face painting. All this and delicious food 
made this community event a great family day 
out that attracted many new people, as well as 
many familiar faces to the centre for Dads' Zone. 

Kevin Ashmore was one of the new people 
attracted to the event along with his wife, Trudi, 
and son, Alan. He learnt about Dads' Zone and its 
relaunch through his wife. Another new face was 
Colin Slade from Greater Leys, who found out 
about the relaunch thanks to his friend Peter 
Byles. Peter has been attending Dads' Zone with 
Cerys, his 15 month old daughter, since 
Christmas. 

Mikko Enticknap, manager of the Family 
Centre was very pleased with the success of the 
event. He said " It was a really successful event 
in terms of numbers and publicity, thanks to 
Conroy and Gen's work". 

Although Dads' Zone as a project has been 
running at the centre for three years the 
relaunch was an opportunity to advertise, recruit 
new people and remind everyone of the 
importance of the male role in bringing up 
children. Dads' Zone is a place where male 
carers of children have time to spend together, 
play with their children, and get support and 
advice. 

Conroy Harris, Dads' Zone worker at the 
Family Centre, was happy to report that because 
attendance at Dads' Zone had doubled in the last 
month both the hours and days per month have 
been extended to every Saturday from 10am to 
1:30pm. He added that Dads’ Zone will continue 
through the summer holidays with new activities 
such as storytelling, a music festival excursion 
and a trip to Barracks Lane community garden 
planned. For September Conroy is planning new 
courses, one of them called ‘Hit the Ground 
Crawling’ which is aimed for new dads with 
newborns. He is currently looking for volunteers 
who can help sharing their knowledge and 
experience on this new course. 
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The Leys WI (Women’s Institute) 
has now been meeting on the first 
Wednesday of the month at the 
Clockhouse, 7.30-9.30pm, since 
April. What have we been up to so 
far? And what are we looking 
forward to over the next few 
months? 

In May we had a_ craft 
demonstration of how to make very 
pretty greetings cards using a 
technique that embossed an intricate 
design, for example, flowers or 
patterns, or featured a cutout. All very 
delicate and attractive. We even had a 
go ourselves! 

In June we heard from a garden 
designer who had won a prestigious 
medal at the Chelsea Flower Show with 
her design of ‘Under the Sea, and 
enjoyed seeing the many stunning 
pictures of her beautiful recreation of a 
tropical underwater coral paradise and 
heard her description, humorously 
related, of all the hard work and great 
effort that went into that event. 

Our most recent meeting, in July, 
was a real local treat; a performance 
by our very own Blackbird Leys Choir, 
who entertained us for over an hour 
with their excellent singing, harmonies 
and chat. We heard a range of songs, 
from classical to traditional and even 
joined in the singing with them! 

So, what are you waiting for ladies? 
We look forward to seeing you in 
August for a ‘Nibble and Natter' 
evening and in September at a 
demonstration of how to make a rose 
from icing for a celebration cake, with 
other varied and interesting evenings 
planned. Plus the opportunity for a 
warm welcome and to meet friends old 
and new. Come and join in with us 
soon! 


Meetings are at the Clockhouse on the 
first Wednesday of the month at 
7.30pm. 
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Leys WI making strides 


Katie Chester interviews Rachel Fisher, the new president of the Leys Women’s Institute 


At 25 Rachel Fisher has just been 
elected president of the recently 
formed Leys Women’s Institute. 
She’s a bubbly mother of two - 
Freddie (three) and Max (seven 
months) and has lived on the Leys 
for six years. I caught up with her 
at her home in Greater Leys to get 
the low-down on jam, calendar girls 
and how she feels about being the 
youngest WI president in the 
county. 


How did you become interested 

in the WI? 

I've always known about the WI and 
always been interested in it. Two 
years ago my husband and I were 
driving back from my in-laws and I 
heard a piece about the WI on the 
radio. I told my husband I really 
wanted to be involved and he said, 
“Do something about it!” so when I 
got home I went on the website and 
found out about it but at that time I 
didn’t have time to get involved. 
Then in March this year, I heard 
about the Leys WI starting up. I 
went along and absolutely loved it, 
and joined on the spot. 


What made you go for 
president? 

It was the challenge, and also it’s 
something for me. I’m a mum all 
week and I'll be going back to 
work part time in September and 
this is my chance to do something 
for myself, having a laugh with 
other women. 


How do you feel about being 
the youngest WI president in 
the UK? 

Actually I’m the youngest in the 
county - there’s an 18 year old 
somewhere in London, but I think 
it’s great and I want more young 
people to join. 


Doesn't the women’s institute 
have a frumpy old fashioned 
image? 

It does! And that’s what we're 
trying to get rid of! That’s why 
we're organising new __ fresh 
activities. Although, having said 
that, I’d love to learn how to knit! 


So what activities have you got 
lined up then? 

The August meeting is a ‘nibbles 
and natter’ get to know you 
evening. In September we’re 
having a hands-on session to learn 
how to make a sugar-craft rose, 
which can go on any cake, and 
everyone will make a rose to take 
home with them. In October Fabia’s 
agreed to come and talk to us 
about her new book; behind the 
scenes at ‘Britain’s Got Talent’; and 


who knows, maybe show us some 
of her moves! That should be a fun 
and memorable night. There’s also 
a summer picnic planned for family 


and friends on 9th August. For 
future meetings we’re hoping to 
have a belly dancing session, and 
to get a town crier to come along 
and talk to us. 


What about jam, Jerusalem 
and Calendar girls? 

I don’t make jam but I do a good 
cake (I had a slice and it was very 
good - a WI recipe apparently). 
This month we had the Leys Choir 
come to our meeting and they sang 
about 20 songs and made us sing 
too. They sang Jerusalem and I had 
shivers — it sounded so good! And 
there has been talk of a calendar, 
but at the moment we're discussing 
what sort of calendar we want. 


What are you hoping the Leys 
WI will achieve? 

I’d like us to get more involved in 
the community. There’s a 
population of more than 15,000 on 
the Leys, and I’d like more women 
to come along, and join. 


Why should anyone join? 

It’s a fun, happy environment with 
lots of different women of all ages, 
shapes and sizes. It’s a night out 
once a month and a chance to meet 
new people and learn new things. 


Have you got a message for 
anyone thinking about coming 
along, but not sure if it’s for 
them? 

It’s definitely for them! You can 
come along and try two meetings 
for free before you decide to join 
and if you join in September you 
get 15 months membership for £29 
- that’s just £1.93 per month! You 
can’t beat that for a cheap night out! 


You can contact Rachel on 0786 
356 3583 or by email on 
rachelfisher83@yahoo.co.uk . Look 
up The Leys WI on Facebook, 
under Groups, and look out for the 
WI stall at the Kassam boot fair in 
August, where you can get free 
cake and find out more. The WI 
meets on the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Clockhouse, 
Long Ground, Greater Leys, and all 
women are welcome. 


The success story continues: MINI makes 1. 5 million 


JUST WEEKS after celebrating 
MINI's 50th birthday, another 
milestone was reached as the 
1.5 millionth car rolled off Plant 
Oxford's production line, since 
the launch of the new MINI in 
2001. 

Business Minister Ian Lucas 
MP, responsible for the 
automotive sector at the 
government department for 
Business Innovation and Skills 
(BIS) and BMW Group board 
member Ian Robertson joined 
a group of Plant Oxford 
apprentices as the Chili red 
MINI Clubman cleared the end 
of the production line. The car 
is destined for a British 
customer. 

Since production started at 
Oxford in 2001, MINI has 
become a global phenomenon, 
winning plaudits and awards all 
over the world and is now sold 
in more than 80 countries, with 
its most recent launch in 
Brazil. 

Ian Robertson, member of 
the Board of Management of 
BMW AG, responsible for Sales 


and Marketing, said: "This is a 
great day for the plant and a 
wonderful milestone to reach 
in the 50th birthday year of 
MINI. The very first classic Mini 
rolled off the production line 
here at this plant on 8 May 
1959. 

"It was wonderful to see 
the passion that owners feel 
for MINI at the car's recent 
birthday celebrations at 
Silverstone, when 25,000 
people from around the world 
joined the party. It is a 
privilege to be part of the 
heritage and future of this car." 
Robertson added, "This is a 
tough time for the car industry 
and no business is immune 
from its challenges, but MINI is 
an extremely resilient brand 
with huge customer appeal 
and we have seen a 
strengthening order bank in 
recent months. We will launch 
a number of new models in the 
coming years and we are 
optimistic for the future." 

BMW Group has invested 
more than £380m in Plant 


since 2001 and a 


Oxford 
further £100 million in the 
Hams Hall and Swindon plants, 
which make up the MINI 
Production Triangle in the UK. 
The Group employs more than 
7,000 people in the UK, and its 
activities account for 1 percent 
of the country's GDP. The 


company has invested more 
than £1 billion in the UK since 
2000. 

Business Minister Ian Lucas 
said: "The Mini has been a 
symbol of British design and 
engineering for 50 years, and I 
am delighted to hear that it 
continues to succeed today. 


Part of the longevity of the Mini 
has come from the company's 
ability to innovate - the 
redesign that was launched in 
2001, the focus on reducing 
CO2, and the electric Minis that 
over the next year we will be 
seeing on the streets as part of 
the Government's Low Carbon 


Vehicles Demonstrator. The 
Government will do all it can to 
support the British automotive 
industry as it makes the 
necessary transition to the low 
carbon future." 

Recently, it was announced 
that BMW Group will trial an 
all-electric MINI in the UK - the 
MINI E - having won 
Government backing through 
the Technology Strategy Board 
and regional development 
agency SEEDA. BMW will lead 
a consortium, including 
Scottish and Southern Energy 
and academic partner Oxford 
Brookes University to evaluate 
the social, economic and 
practical issues of living with 
an electric vehicle. MINI E is 
already being trialled in the 
USA and Germany. 

In the 41 years between 
1959 and 2000, 5.3 million 
classic Minis were built, so the 
total when combined with new 
MINI volume is 6.8 million 
cars. 
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Studying at home 


There was a time when lots of us rebelled against the idea of homework and would probably find 
any number of excuses to get out of doing it, but in an age when competition for jobs is fierce, 
retraining and updating our skills has never been more important. 
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NEXT MONTH SEES the start 
of a new academic year, and 
Oxfordshire colleges and 
schools will be offering a wide 
and varied programme of 
courses and training options. 
However, if a classroom 
setting does not appeal to 
you, or you simply cannot 
attend a college due to family 
or work commitments then 
perhaps you should consider 
home study or distance 
learning. 

A quick search on the 
internet will reveal thousands 
of options for courses on any 
subject from _ alternative 
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therapies, art and design and 
childcare to traditional acad- 
emic subjects, professional 
qualifications and access 
courses to prepare for study. 

Whether you want to learn 
massage techniques or get a 
masters degree, one open 
college option is The Open 
University. Their website is 
packed with information 
including advice about 
financial support, childcare 
options and lots of tips for 
successful home study. 

Your local college may 
also have options for distance 
learning so do not be afraid to 
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ask for alternatives to 
attending classes. 

There is no reason why 
anyone should not consider 
home learning, at any age or 
stage of their life. Just 
because you may not have 
left school with a string of 
qualifications, it does not 
exclude you from taking up 
some part time study later in 
life. 

Before you embark on a 
distance learning course or 
training programme there are 
a few things you need to 
consider. 


@ Will you have enough time 
to commit to your course? 
Allow between four and 
fifteen hours a week. 

@ Have you got all the 
equipment you need such as 
access to a computer? 

@ Find a quiet place to work 
and set rules for the family 
so that you get left in peace 
to do your homework. 

@ Keep to a regular schedule 
or timetable. 

@ Put your support network 
into place so that you know 
you have a reliable 
babysitter or childminder if 
needed 

@ Check in with your tutor 
regularly and keep him or 
her updated with your 


progress and any problems. 
@ Set weekly goals and stick 
to them. Complete 
manageable amounts of work 
at regular intervals as this is 
the most effective way to 
learn. 

@ Make the most of any 
online resources that are 
available to you, and if there 
is the option to join a 
student network then grab 
the opportunity and connect 
with fellow students. This is 
a great way to get support 
and help each other with any 
problems. 

@ Distance learning is a 
flexible way to study and one 
of the great advantages is 
that you can study when it 
suits you and your other 
commitments. Maybe you 
enjoy taking part in 
discussion groups, like to 
work late at night or prefer 
to study alone? Take time to 
work out what your learning 
style is. 


Before you embark on home 
study, make sure it really is 
suitable for you and that you 
do not need lots of face to 
face support and contact. And 
above all-do not forget to do 
your homework! 


Academy celebrates at Sandford 


Story and photos by Donna Joy 


in 


THERE WAS A double celebration 


Saturday 4 
village’s fete and children’s fun 
day combined with the Oxford 
Academy’s first birthday party 
since taking over from Peers An 
afternoon of wonderful weather 
brought crowds of families from 
in and around Oxfordshire as well 
as residents of Sandford village 
and nearby Blackbird and Greater 
Leys. 

Liz Shatford, Sandford parish 
councillor said: 
have been held as far back as I 
have 
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Sandford-on-Thames on 
July when the 


"Sandford fetes 


lived here - the late 


Above: Dancers of the Oxford 
Academy put through their 
paces under the tutelage of 
Elishia Meade 


Left: Cake stall - the ladies of St 
Andrews Church at their stall. 


seventies - and over time they 
has grown steadily. Saturday's 
event was almost double in size 
with the celebration of the Oxford 
Academy's first birthday, bringing 


children, 
together.” 

Amongst the activities and 
stalls were story telling, the 
Oxford Academy dance routines, 
an arts and technology display 
and a cake stall run by the ladies 
of St Andrew's Church. 

Music was provided by students 
from the Academy and ending 
the fun-filled day was a tug of 
war between the Academy and 

the Sandford Champions, with 

victory going to the Academy. 


parents and teachers 


More information on The 
Oxford Academy School can be 
found on the website 

www. theoxfordacademy.co.uk 
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NINE LOCAL 


RESIDENTS 
qualified recently in ‘Inclusive 
First Aid’, by completing a five- 


session course at the 
Clockhouse Community Centre 
for Over-50s. 

The course was organised 
by the Clockhouse Project (part 
of local charity Leys CDI), 
thanks to funding support from 
Oxfordshire County Council’s 
Adult Learning. British Red 
Cross tutor Val Wells showed 
the group, who live in or near 
the Leys, how to give quick and 
effective first aid help for 


everything from cuts and 
bruises to burns, falls and head 
injuries. 


Val put the group through 
their paces, with bandaging, 
making slings and dealing with 
someone who has_ stopped 


Clockhouse first aid 


breathing. Many of the group 
members had already been in 
situations where they needed 
to give first aid help to friends, 
relatives or strangers, and 
wanted to update their 
knowledge. 

Participant Sandra Coombes 
said: al enjoyed the 
conversation and learning all 
the different techniques”, 
whilst Ian Crump appreciated 
the “first-class instructor”. 


Clockhouse Project De- 
velopment Worker Sally 
Meachim added: “We raised 


funds to put these sessions on 
because local older residents 
asked for them. The course 
was really enjoyable, everyone 
shared their ideas and 
experiences and was very keen 
to learn.” 


Call for more Community 


Journalists 


Are you a budding journalist with a nose for news 
and a desire to get to know your community 
better? Or maybe you are a keen photographer 
with a real passion for taking pictures? 


IF YOU ARE interested in 
forging a part time career in 
the media as one of the 
Community Journalist Project 
team for Leys News, then we 
want to hear from you! 

We are holding a special 
open evening on Monday 
September 21 from 6pm for 
anyone who is interested in 
joining our team. There will be 
the chance to talk to Sarah 
Edwards, the new Editor of 
Leys News, as well as meeting 
other team members who will 
be on hand to answer any 
questions you may have about 
Leys News and how the 
Community Journalist Project 
works. 

As part of the project, we 
offer comprehensive training 
to help you learn about how 
newspapers work, how to 
write a great story and take 
good photographs and how 
being part of the project is 
vital to the continued success 
of Leys News. 

The Community Journalist 
Project is a flexible scheme 
which can be undertaken 
alongside work, studying, 
family or other commitments. 
Once you have been trained 
you will receive a small fee 
for your contributions to Leys 
News, and the chance to 
update your skills and learn 
more from the editor and 
other team members. 

Community Journalists 
have the chance to report on 
local events, theatrical and 
musical productions, open 
days and other activities 
throughout Blackbird Leys and 
Greater Leys. From 
interviewing local politicians to 
attending Leys Fair and other 


important community events, 
Leys News aims to cover as 
much as possible but cannot 
do this without the help of 
Community Journalists. 

New Editor Sarah Edwards 
said: “ihe Community 
Journalists are vital to our 
success and we are always 
keen to hear from people who 
would like to get involved. As I 
have just taken over from Al 
Cane, I want to build on the 
amazing success of Leys News 
and recruit some new 
journalists and photographers 
to the team. Lots of help and 
support will be available to 
anyone who wants to get 
involved, and I will be running 
the training courses starting 
this autumn.” 

Sarah added: “The 
training we offer includes 
writing workshops, how to 
spot a good story, interview 
techniques, writing to length 
and learning about the 
difference between news and 
features. More information 
will be available on 
September 21 at the open 
evening, but anyone who is 
interested in joining the 
project and cannot make it to 
the event can email Leys 
News for more information.” 


If you would like more 
information about the 
scheme please call Sarah or 
Anna on 711756 or email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk, 
alternatively just turn up on 
Monday 21st September at 
6pm at Leys News Office, 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys. Light refreshments will 
be provided. 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this 
page. If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes 


please contact Marie Jones on 


01865 484866 
or marie.jones@brookes.ac.uk 


BROOKES 
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BFG Wordsearch 


Win tickets for the whole family to 


Competition winner 


WINNER OF OUR June colouring 
competition was nine year old 
Adela Brotchie of Greater Leys, 
who is pictured here with her 
winning entry of a seaside scene. 

Adela attends St Christophers 
Church of England School in 
Cowley and is a very keen artist, 
on the day this photo was taken 
she was making a papier mache 
leopard with some help from her 
mum. 

Adela won two tickets to any 
screening at the nearby Vue 
Cinema. 


Oxford Playhouse have kindly donated 2 family tickets to see the Big Friendly Giant show 
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on Thursday 13 August at 6.30pm. Just send us your completed wordsearch by Friday 7th 


August. All correct entries will be entered in a draw to win the tickets. 


Have a fantabulous time! 


Augustus Gloop 
Aunt Spiker 
Aunt Sponge 
Dahl 

Dirty Beasts 
Esio Trot 
Fantastic Mr Fox 
George 

Giraffe 

Grand High Witch 
Gremlins 

James 

Matilda 

Mike Teavee 
Minpins 

Muggle Wump 
Nibbleswicke 
Old Green 
Grasshopper 
Oompa Loompas 
Pelly 

Quentin Blake 
Revolting Rhymes 
Rhyme Stew 
Roly 

Poly Bird 
Snozzcumbers 
Sophie 

Tales of the 
Unexpected The 
Trunchbull 

Twit 

Veruca Salt 


Violet Beauregarde 


Whizzpoppers 
Witches 
Wonka 


SHHNDHA BK UD HADKX KS DWDPOVE HHS PACK 
YUDRAWWD WH HHH RBS MHD GCEOKHHHOSM SE 
GQHR ROSA AZAQANTDOBZBGQOWHANnEYUAAK DW 
NWDUX SEK WN PNNAP SH ODMH PHAACG2ZYy 
HPrPrHNnOMHMBDHACAAxX NDT AHNQHtON Awd 
<ymMQnHBZAovwaqgrHQANQUanrKHOowWUgaH sea 
AMON EBEHSG GRPOWQHADWDAQOPDWPRPK KKH SE 
DAX HP AZAQPUHWDAHAMADRDHWHAHRPOAK OD 
GQORPONNDNRA GAH AK PFPUAHHNDEWDOUWOHK 
QWUPHA KOBE KDW HOQAYUPONAHXNPORSES 
PAOGCHOWAEBP HK YUADWDENWONUMNDA PHA D 
NUOWQHHAKRWDHANPAHPHTMEBONHORPV HA 
PPrPMHURPr AUEBANRABYUAHRDACGCERKHOCGCORASN YG 
FMQHHASBMHHHTROAPWDHOAOH OAH WOUHAHNO 
HPAZAQHPSGHHAMHAHNDWDAUDANHAPP VP PeK 
QeUCGCHEBEHAOH HNDWHH UHNPaAGrPrOHArvPuUnEHG 
KHWDOAWAX AZONAPHONDGCIAHAHDWAWHEHWA 
HDHMDKHP REE GCHGPHAAHNHAHASWN 
POUR K MWTHNANP HO PAZAARNRAHABWONRO A 
PFPARAAnBRHAHHAUORBHPDWDAGCHHOKRKHAHDWO 
DHHHS HAHAHnDnKX KS GCK DTM WDOWWDH VEN 
KNEHOUDWHDWANKH FON K FPFOWTDSROQNWSH FA 
XxX QOHANHNBAOnNNNGCBEWHADNAHHRHASAZA A 
KARA WDVAMOXWDSBEQQHDAOKK BSPHHPUPH HW 


Closing date: Friday 7th August. 


Leys Crossword Puzzle 


This month’s crossword puzzle can mostly be solved by carefully reading this edition of Leys News and there are 
a couple of answers that require a little local knowledge. 
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The winner will receive a prize of a Krispy Kreme Double Dozen donuts 
voucher, generously donated by Krispy Kreme, and redeemable from their 


outlet at Oxford Castle. 


Oxford OX4 7BX by Monday 10 August. 


Clues 


Across: 
for which charity? (5, 6) 


6. A bird and a crescent. (7) 
7. Who celebrated their first birthday at Sandford? (7) 
9. Type of local council, has a new chairman. (6) 


Down: 

1. Name of musical house in Rose Hill. (5,5) 

3. Saturday 12 September is the date for what? (4,4) 
5. Away that reminds of us brambles, also a bird. (9) 


8. One and a half million what? (4) 


Phone: 


4. What crop did the Nominet people plant at Pegasus? (8) 


10. Sports club who held an open day at the stadium. (6,6) 


2. Young people are putting on an event at Kingfisher Green 


7. Where Pathway cyclists went, also Abingdon’s twin town? (8) 


Entries should be sent to Leys News , 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys 
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If you would like to see your work featured on this page please email photos, poems 
or stories to editor@leysnews.co.uk or post artwork to 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird 
Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. Include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your CONTRACTORS 
work returned. Many thanks to DW Contractors for sponsoring this page. 


Art attack at the Glow Hall sc a 
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CDI SUMMER PROJECT: last year's trip to Alton Towers 
THE Community Development who has been involved since the minute film will be madeby again to help develop musical skills | The project has also recruited 
Initiative is preparing itself for first CDI summer project in 1995. participants, which include help and confidence. The scheme is some new volunteers to help run 
another action-packed four weeks There is a full-on Monday to Friday with script work and directing as aimed at 9 to 19 year olds and also _ the project. 
of summer youth activities based programme of mosaics, pottery, well as the acting and technical includes trips to the ice skating It all starts on Monday 3 August 
at Blackbird Leys Youth and graffiti art, digital photography, film side. rink and Hinksey Pool, as well as and concludes on Friday 28 August 
Community Centre. making and sports. Jungle Drummer and Dj Fu, badminton, roller skating, football for the grand finale showcase 

The theme for this year is The multimedia hub a tthe along with Script MC, will be and an innovative Street Olympics performance event in the Glow 

‘Media and the Arts’ and according Community Centre will be the base returning to Blackbird Leys offering in various locations around the Hall. 
to project director Marsha Jackson for the film making where a 20 their skills and expertise once estate. 


Lite Photography 
d Ca, 
Broik Lage ; YT 
hy rik laa. Dag Competition 

Ub fon — “pe 
Le at Cito, st SCIENCE OXFORD LIVE is launching ‘Oxfordshire Landscapes’, a 
- - competition to find Oxfordshire’s top landscape photographers. 
Science Oxford Live wants local residents to send them photographs 
that highlight the variety of landscapes, both rural and urban, found 
across the county. 


Artwork submitted by children from Windale 
School as part of their project work from last 
term. 


If you would like to see your work on this page There is a cash prize offer of £150 for the best photo, and two second prizes 


including artwork, photos, poems and stories 
een eae your sae eat to ) of £75 each - one for under 16s, and one for people aged 16 and over. 


editor@leysnews.co.uk or 26 Kingfisher Green, Participants can enter up to three photos taken in Oxfordshire. 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. Include a 
stamped addressed envelope if you would like 
your work returned. 


Entries should be sent to photo@scienceoxford.com by 30th September. 
Photos must be digital, and the entry should include participants’ name, 
where the photo was taken and the age category. E-mails can be up to 


Above: Under the Sea, 
college picture by Chelsea SMB. 


Left: Industrial Landscape by Khadija 


18 | Life on the Leys 


USEFUL NUMBERS 


CRIME/ANTISOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR 

Police emergency: 999 or 
112 

Police non-emergency 
24 hour line: 08458 
505505 

Blackbird Leys Street 
Wardens: 775864 
Environmental health 
(out of hours noise com- 
plaints) 01865 742138 


We all know that 999 is the 
emergency number for 
police, fire and ambulance 
services. But please think 
before you dial - is it a real 
emergency? The non emer- 
gency police number is 
08458 505505 which is 
also manned 24 hours a 
day 


ELECTRI (AS / FL! 
EMERGENCY 
Flood response 
team(during office hours) 
01865 252907 

Flood response 
team(outside office hours) 
07802 904000 

Gas (24 hour emergency) 
0800 111999 

Electricity (24hr emer- 
gency) 08457 708090 


HOMELESS? 

Emergency temporary 
accommodation 
(Monday-Friday 09:00- 
18:00) 01865 252859 
Emergency temporary 
accommodation 

(outside office hours) 0800 
833408 


HOUSING 

Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association (OCHA): 
01865 773000 

Catalyst Communities: 
01865 712244 

Dominion Housing 
Group (incorporating 
Cherwell Housing Trust): 
0800 4320077 

Oxford City Council: 
Freephone 0800 227676 
Council tax: 252870 
Housing benefit: 252284 


LEGAL PROBLEM R 
MONEY WORRIES? 
Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre: 01865 770206. 
Free and independent 
advice about issues such 
as debt. 

Citizens Advice Bureau: 
0870 2200608 or 0870 
1264114 


MEDICAL 

NHS Direct: 0845 4647. 
24-hour helpline for nurse 
advice and health informa- 
tion. 

Dentist: 01865 717749 
(day) 0845 3458995 
(emergencies after 6.30pm) 
Blackbird Leys Health 
Centre: 01865 778244 
Leys Pharmacy (in Spar 
shop): 401430 


NEED TO TALK? 


Samaritans: 08457 90 90 
90. Confidential, non- 


DIN 


WHAT'S ON 
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A quick guide to what's available on the estate. If you have a service or event you'd like to 
include in What's On, please ring 01865 711756. 


New musical group for 


children 


HOLY FAMILY CHURCH is the venue for 


a new musical 


group for babies and toddlers, their parents and carers 
on Friday mornings from 10.30 to 12 noon. The weekly 


sessions begin on Friday 11 
September and features 
children’s songs with shakers, 
bells, African drums, harp, 
chimes, keyboard and 
puppets. There will also be 
toys, painting, and crafts as 
well as coffee, tea and 
biscuits. 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Summer reading quest 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
launched its summer reading 


challenge, ‘Quest Seekers’, for 
children of all ages in early 
July. Children who register are 
asked to read up to six books 
during the summer, and can 
collect stickers,bookmarks and 
fridge magnets on each visit to 
the library. Registration is at 
any time. 

Other activities at the 
library are: Saturday 1 August 
there’s under 5’s rhyme time 
from 10.30 to 11am; Monday 
3rd August 2 to 3pm it’s Story 
time for 4 to 8 year olds; 
Rhyme time for the under 5’s 
is repeated on Saturday 22nd 
August 10.30-11.00am; 
Thursday 27 August 2 to 3pm 
sees Story time for 4 to 8 year 
olds. Please note that parents 
will need to stay with their 
children during these events. 


Please contact the library on 77040 
for any further details. 
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CHILDREN & 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


SUMMER 
PLAYSCHEMES 


See Pages 
6 and 11 


Leys Kiddie Club 

In the Dovecote Family Drop- 
in Room, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays, 
9.30am-2.30pm. £1. Price 
includes a hot drink and a 
soft drink for children. 

@ Ruth Brown, 07985 637487 


Home-Start 

A free home visiting service 
for families who have at least 
one child under five, aimed 
at supporting you through a 
difficult time. Confidential 
service. @ 01865 779991. 


Cheerleading for girls 
aged 6 & over 

Leisure Centre on Pegasus 
Road. Tuesdays 4.30pm. 50p 
a session. Run by the Leys 
Youth Programme. 

@ Matt & Katie Gamble, 
01865 427075 


Dates for you 


AUGUST 


Oxford Blackbirds Football 
Club - Training sessions: 
Tuesday evenings for the 
under 8s, 12s, 13s, 15s and 
16s. On Wednesdays it's the 
under 9's, 10's, 14's. 

@ John Clifton, 01865 
308934 or 07845315620. 


5-a-side football for girls 
Leisure Centre on Fridays. 
5-6pm for years 3-6. 6-7pm 
for years 7 upwards. 50p a 
session. Run by the Leys 
Youth Programme. @ Matt 
and Katie Gamble, 01865 
427075 


5-a-side football for boys 
Leisure Centre on Fridays. 
4-5pm for school years 3 to 6. 
5-6pm for years 7 to 9. 

6-7pm for years 10 and 11. 
50p a session. Run by the Leys 
Youth Programme. @ Matt and 
Katie Gamble, 01865 
427075. 


Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre 

Blackbird Leys Road. Variety 
of activities & advice for 
young people. @ 772886. 
The Greater Leys Youth 
Football Club 

@ Nick, 07862236540 


The Barn Youth Project 
Session for ages 7-12 is on 
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm. 
Wednesdays is for young peo- 
ple aged 13-20, & runs from 
7pm-9pm. 


diary 


The PEEP programme offers 
parents support in helping 
children learn and develop. 
Ring 01865 395145 to find the 
PEEP centre nearest to you - 
or write to The PEEP Centre, 
PO Box 1404, OX4 6XW. 


Starlight Black Child Mixed 
Heritage Group provides a 
safe forum to explore issues 
of race and racism with other 
parents and occasional guest 
speakers, while the children 
have fun playing and getting 
to know each other. 

@ 01865 776691 


Parent session at Pegasus 
School Tues, Thurs and Fri. 
(Leys Children's Centre) 
9.15am-11.15am. 

@ Anne, 01865 777175 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 0776 
6293353 


Basketball club 

Fridays, 7-8pm, Run by the 
Leys Youth Programme. 

@ Matt and Katie Gamble, 
01865 427075. 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Boys and Girls ages 13 to 18. 
Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm. 
Blackbird Leys Detachment, 
Sandy Lane West, Littlemore, 
OX4 5LD. 

@ 01865 402292 


Swap Shop 
Bring your unwanted clothes, 
books, toys, CDs - no electrical 


Kids Kare t 
Suppor bing 
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02 SUNDAY 


Archaeology at Oxford Castle 
Special tours & displays and the 
latest finds at the Castle mound. 
10am - 4pm, FREE 
www.oxfordcastleunlocked.co.uk 
@ 01865 260666 


03 MONDAY 


South East Area Committee 
Meeting 

Rose Hill Community Centre, 
6.30pm. @ 01865 252249 
Bouncy Fun for Children 
(every Monday) 

BBL Leisure Centre. Under 5s. 


10.30am- 2noon, £1.20 per child. 


@ 0844 8933 222 


05 WEDNESDAY 


Play Day 

Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground, FREE, 1pm-4pm 
Leys WI meeting 

The Clockhouse, 7.30-9.15pm. 
@ Barbara Gray, 01865 514239. 


08 SATURDAY 


Fundraising fun afternoon for 
Young Carers charity 
Kingfisher Green, 1.00-4.30pm 
[see article left] 


13 THURSDAY 


Rickety Rockets Workshop 
Can you make a rocket from 
spaghetti and marshmallows? 
1lam & 2pm, £3 or £5 inc. 
Science Oxford Live, London 
Place, St Clements, 
www.scienceoxfordlive.com 


items. 11-5pm, FREE 

Barracks Lane Community 
Garden, Barracks Lane, off 
Glanville Road, @ 01865 249450 
The Great Story Picnic 

Take part in fun activities based on 
words, plants and simple crafts. 
Bring a picnic and enjoy live music 
and cool storytellers. 1-4pm. Free 
with entry to Garden. University of 
Oxford Botanic Garden, Rose Lane 
@ 01865 286690 


22 SATURDAY 
Elder Stubbs Festival 
The Allotments, Rymers Lane, 
Oxford, Oxfordshire. 12-5pm 
26 WEDNESDAY 
Space Show 
A trip through our solar system. 
lien & Aon, £3 Or 25. Scenes 
Oxford Live, London Place, St 
Clements. 
www.scienceoxfordlive.com 
31 TUESDAY 
Parish Council Meeting 
Jack Argent Room, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 7pm 
@ Parish Clerk, 01865 734346 


SEPTEMBER 
1 WEDNESDAY 
Leys WI meeting 
The Clockhouse, 7.30-9.15pm. 
@ Barbara Gray, 01865 514239. 
6 MONDAY 
South East Area Committee 
Meeting 


judgemental emotional 
support, 24 hours a day. 
The Listening centre 
(Blackbird Leys): 794794 


COMMUNITY 

To book community 
rooms: 749936 
Blackbird Leys Library: 
01865 770403 


THREE YOUNGSTERS from Greater Leys, Caitlin Dickerson, 
Lisa-Caitlin Crawford nd Alanta Hissey-Powell,are holding 
a fundraising fun afternoon for the charity Young Carers 
on Saturday 8 August from 1 to 4.30pm at the Leys News 
offices at 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys. Fun and 
something for everyone. 


@ 01865 810000. 

15 SATURDAY 
Fancy Dress Fun Walk 
Raise money for TWAAYF 
Orphanage. Start cowley road, 
12-4pm, FREE. 
@ 07821212933 


BBL Community Centre, 
6.30pm @ 01865 252249 
11 SATURDAY 
Leys Fair 
Blackbird Leys Park, 12pm-5pm 
15 WEDNESDAY 
Raffle and table top sale 
Top Shops, Blackbird Leys. 
Fundraising for Agnes Smith 
Advice Centre. @ 01865 770206 


t Sale 


che 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Tai chi for the over 50s 
Clockhouse community centre 
every Thurs, 10am-1iam, 
£2. @ 01865 395908 


Gardening Club for over 55s 
New monthly club - starts 
Thursday 11th December. For 
everyone who enjoys growing 
things — from a few indoor 
plants, to a garden or 
allotment. Share your winter 
gardening questions and tips. 
£1 includes tea/coffee. 
Clockhouse Community 
Centre, 2pm @ 01865 395908 


Stretch and Relax: gentle 
exercise group for over 50s 
Tuesdays, 10-11am, 
Clockhouse Community 
Centre, Long Ground, Greater 
Leys. £1.50, 

@ 01865 395908. 


Primetime over 50's group 
Wednesdays, 


Golden Circle meets for 
bingo, trips and tea at the 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre on Blackbird Leys 


Road. Thurs 1.00pm-3.30pm. 


@ 01865 460592. 


Boxing training. Youth 
Centre at the Leys Linx 
Centre on Blackbird Leys Rd. 
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings, 7.30-9.00pm. 

@ 01865 715815. 


Blackbird Leys Choir 
Wed, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Jack 
Argent room, BBL 
Community centre. 

@ Zoe 07870377251 


Blackbird Leys Swimming 
Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mon & 
Fri 5.45-6.45pm, and 

Sat & Sun 11.15am-1.00pm. 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. Drop-in ses- 
sions are in the centre on 
Mondays 2.00pm-4.00pm and 
Fridays 10.00am-12.00pm. 
Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


Business Link Enterprise 
Gateway 

Free advice to people wanting 
to set up a business. 

@ 01865 714492 


Able Centre 

Free courses in Maths and 
English in friendly groups. 
@ Annette 776334 


Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 


10.30am-3.30pm, Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. @ 01865 
467327 


Thursdays, 12-1pm, parent 
and toddlers. 

Saturdays and Sundays, 
2.30-3.30pm, families only. 
@ 01865 467042. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre 

@ Bouncy fun for under 5s, 
Mon 10.30-12pm 

®@ Body Conditioning, Mon 
10-1lam 

@ Tae Kwon Do, Tue 6-7pm 
@ Pilates Beginners, Tue 
7-7.45pm 

@ Aerotone, Wed 6-7pm 

@ Tae kwon Do, Thu 5-6pm 
@ Circuit Training, Thu 
7.05-7.55pm 

@ Boxercise, Fri 10-11am 
@ Step & Tone, Fri 6-7pm 
All activites cost from £1.20 


Monday Iunch club for the 
over-50s 

Clockhouse, 10am-1.30pm. 
@ Anne, 422231 


Thursday lunch club for 
the over-50s 

The Barn, 10.30am-2pm. 
Lunch, which is served at 
noon, is taken from a varied 
selection, costs £3, and also 
includes a pudding. @ Anne, 
422231 


Leys Over 60s Club. 
Wed, 1.30pm-4pm, Holy Family 
Church Hall. 


Silver Circle Meets at the 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre on Blackbird Leys 
Road. Tues 1.00pm-3.30pm. 
Meet for trips, chats, tea, and 
bingo. @ 435954. 


Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds & 
Thurs, 5pm. 


@ 01865 714492 to find out 
what is currently on offer. 


Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme 

@ Helen McLuckie 01865 
550227, 
hmcluckie@ocuc.ac.uk 


Oxford Survivors Free 
Drop-in 

A self-help group of people 
who use or have used mental 
health services. Fri and Sat, 
10.30am-3.30pm Blackbird 
Leys community centre. 

@ 01865 455868 oxford.sur- 
vivors@supanet.com 


The Listening Centre. 

A counselling service for 
Blackbird Leys and Oxford. 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre. Mondays: 
12.30pm-8.30pm. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays: 5.30pm-8.30pm. 
@ 01865 794794 


Slimming World. 
Thursdays, 7.00pm, Leisure 
Centre, Pegasus Road. 

@ Gill, 01865 730009 


First Floor Flat For sale in 
Greater Leys £115,000. 
One Bedroom, Gas Central 
Heating, Allocated Parking, 
Rear garden. 

@ 07974 791319 to view 


Rainbows seek members 


THE 1st Blackbird Leys Rainbows are urgently on the lookout 
for girls from the age of 5 through to 7 to join their group. 
The group needs to keep its membership up or else is in 
danger of folding. 
The Rainbows meet every Friday during term time from 
5.30 to 6.30pm at the Holy Family Church Hall on Cuddesdon 


Way. 


Amongst the activities they get up to are cookery, games, 
sports, trips and arts and crafts. At he age of seven Rainbows 
generally move on into Brownies and further along the 


Guides. 


For further information call Laura Turner, Rainbow leader, on 


07787528120. 


Your local representatives... 


Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper, Vice Chair: Gerry Webb, Parish Clerk: Helen Shayler, Treasurer: 


Susan Fitzsimons. 


Non-position holders: Anne Booker, Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone (see City Council section 
below), Danny Johnston, Cyril Martin, Carol Roberts, Rosemary Morlin, Val Smith (see City 


Council and County Council sections), Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 01865 734346 during office hours of 9am - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
Answering service outside office hours. The mailing address for the Parish Council is 10 Swan 


Street, Oxford OX29 4HU. 


xfor it ncil 


Blackbird Leys Ward: 

Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 

@ 01865 305080 
valsmith@gmail.com 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


Rae Humberstone - Labour 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys 
@ 07936 3390018 

or 01865 779678 
cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing 
street surgeries every other week. They can 
also visit people in their homes - ring or email 
to make arrangements. 


Northfield Brook Ward: Member 


Oxfordshire County Council 


Leys & Lye Division: 


Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 01865 305080 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Richard Stevens - Labour 

Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water Eaton 
Road, Oxford OX2 7QT 

@ 07725 353031 
richard.stevens@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


of Parliament 


Stuart Craft - Independent Working 
Class Association 

Furlong Close, Oxford OX4 4QJ 

@ 07733 274324 

Surgery: Every Tuesday from 6.30 
- 7.30pm at the Clockhouse. 


Jane Elizabeth Lacey - Independent 
Working Class Association 
71 Knights Road, Blackbird Leys 
@ 07947 225297 

Ka Surgery: Tuesday from 6.30pm to 
7.30pm at the Clockhouse. 


Surgery: 
Leys Leisure Centre from 3.00pm 


Member of Parliament 
for Oxford East 
Andrew Smith - Labour 
Unit 1, Newtec Place, 
Magdalen Road, 

Oxford OX4 1RE 


@ 01865 305080 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Every 3rd Friday at the Blackbird 


PPAR 
OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 
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The Church of the Holy Family 
@ Rev David Parry, 01865 778728. 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Eucharist: Every Sunday, 10am, with children's 
church; 


Timeout: Reflective evening worship. Sundays, 6.30pm 


Church Office Hour: Mondays, for hall bookings, 
wedding arrangements and enquiries), 6.30-7.30pm. 


Fellowship for discussion, prayer, Bible study: 
Most Wednesdays at 7.30pm 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

@ Fr. David Hartley, 01865 779658 or 07765931126 
dm.hartley@tesco.net 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys OX4 6BD. Car park in 
Poulton Place. Serving Blackbird Leys, Greater Leys, 
Garsington and Cuddesdon. 


Regular Services: 
Sundays: Masses, 9.30am, with music and children's 
liturgy. 12noon in Portuguese, and 6.00pm 


Leys Community Church 
@ Richard and Kate Colbrook, 01865 714153. 


The Leys Community Church meets at 3.30pm on 
Sunday afternoons at the Church of the Holy Family. 
Meetings include special activities for children and 
young people. 


Area Committees 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 
abandoned vehicles @ street cleaning 
dog wardens @ ditches and streams 
decisions on planning applications 
public toilets © car parks @ allotments 
parks and countryside management 
street naming © community centres 


South East Area Committee Meetings: 


Monday 3rd August 
Cardinal House, Littlemore (To be confirmed) 
6.30pm 


Monday 7th September 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
6.30pm 


Monday 5th October 
Rose Hill Community Centre, The Oval 
6.30pm 


For further information ring 01865 252249 


Oxford United’s open day Report and photographs 


by Mario Balsamo 


mimi Er a ws Ringgit OXFORD UNITED HELD their open day at club and brought many top players to the 
; rotor (el pa Cpa pak pr Ta PL PE PEG the Kassam Stadium on Saturday 11 July old Manor. He seldom misses a game and 
: — fal " sme where thousands turned up to buy the new _ has a seat in the directors’ box. Jack Casley 
Gaia 7 ; > ar ~F) 1 79 home team kit, take part in the penalty - a real hero of the U's. 
; 4 K \g 4 shootout competition, meet the players 
a a a? 4 . 4 and enjoy a fun day out. 
This season has seen the No. 12 shirt 
officially retired from the first-team squad J XTOre 
fj and given over to the club’s supporters as www.oufc.co. 
a ee Bh ers Oe i a fund-raising exercise to enable the club 
2.385 ewe = = to add to its funds to either purchase a sviupaast | —_— 
player in the January window or help with a - - 
loan player’s wages. 
Amongst the crowds at the stadium was 
" E OE a one of the U’s most loyal fans, 85 year-old 
Sacmessss 2 SSeS Pessssson tater ee oe Jack Casley, who served in the navy in the 
SS ee ee : second world war. 
After the war he joined Headington 
United to begin a career with the U’s that 
spanned six decades. 
At the end of his playing career he 
worked for many years as a scout for the 


& 


Below: veteran U’s fan Jack Casley 


—_—— = = 


enone TIMBER & sunoiNne | 
SUPPLIES 


Above: Alfie Potter at 
open day 


Right: Oxford United yj 
players and crowd 


ummer Holiday Activities 
At Your Local atau’ Centres 
20th July - 30th August 2009 


Free swimming for all under 17’s including: 
Fun Swims ¢ Family Fun Swims ¢ General Swim e Inflatafun 
Barton Pool, Blackbird Leys Pool, Hinksey Outdoor Pool, Temple Cowley Pools 


Swim School: 

Beginners ¢ Beginners Plus ¢ Challenge Awards 

Personal Survival ¢ Snorkelling ¢ Stroke Improvement 

Barton Pool, Blackbird Leys Pool, Ferry Sports Centre, Temple Cowley Pools 


Aspires Academy: 
Gym sessions for 12-15 year olds 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Ferry Sports Centre, Temple Cowley Pools 


Bouncy Fun 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Ferry Sports Centre 


Ice Skating 
Oxford Ice Rink 


Contact 0845 8933 222. or visit i 
(hes www.oxford. gov.u k/leiSure for more information | eee 
“calls from BT lines 3ppm, other providers may vary : eee al 


